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Oregon Trail Community Foundation – Lighting It Up!
 

CELEBRATING 39 YEARS OF BUILDING BETTER COMMUNITIES 

 

            Looking Back / Moving Forward 
           

   July  2016  

                                  Editor: Julie Marshall 

                             
Marketing/Membership Director   
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IN THIS ISSUE- “TRAILS HOME” 
 

 

 

      
   OTCF Recognizes One Of Our Outstanding 

  Scholarship Recipients-              

     Brooke Elley Talkington, who received the 

Lawrence and Pauline Lemons, and Lawrence 

Lemons Scholarships in 2006.  

     She commented on her awards, saying,      

“These scholaraships not only  off-set tuition 

expenses, they helped me pursue my dream 

of becoming a teacher- something I’ve always 

wanted to do.” She added, “I thought it would 

be fun to write on the chalkboard and to 

grade papers.” 

       After obtaining her Bachelor’s degree in 

education from Chadron State College, which is 

recognized for their teaching program, she said it 

was her involvement in the Campus Historical 

Program that enabled her to travel many places. 

      “After graduating Cum Laude, I returned to 

Scottsbluff because I love the area, my family 

is here, and I love the small-town life, but I knew the 

larger cities were just a few hours away.  Another 

bonus living in this area,” she added:  “What 

better place to learn about history than right  

here!  This area is perfect for (cont. next page) 

 

   OTCF Presents: “Trails Home”   
By: Julie Marshall 

     It all started with an idea- a 1,000 pound 
statue. The day local businessman John 
Massey, president of JG Elliott Insurance, 
approached Don Roth, who at the time 

served as president of Gering New Horizons, 
with his vision to have a bronze statue 

placed in the foyer of the Gering Civic Center, 
was the day Don Roth said, “Sign me up.” 

Massey also knew that for the project to 
work, he would need the help of Travis 
Hiner and the Oregon Trail Community 

Foundation. 

    That was 23 years ago. At the time, some 
called Massey a dreamer. He’s OK with that, 
chuckling, “I’ve been called worse.” 

    His vision included a 9 foot bronze 
sculpture characterizing family life on the 

Oregon Trail 150 years ago, and he knew just 
the person to get the job done- artist Herb 
Mignery of Estes Park, Colorado.  

    Massey and his wife Megan had a distinct 
appreciation for western art, and he was 
certain others would too.  He enlisted the help 
of Don Roth because Roth himself could help 
guide fundraising efforts, and more 
importantly, he knew Roth “could make good 
things happen.” Oregon Trail Community 
Foundation’s help made it possible for all 

donations to be tax deductible.    
    It was an enormous project to undertake, 
so, Massey and Roth, along with key 
members of Gering New Horizons, began 
telling their story throughout the twin cities- a 
plan of paying tribute to our historic Oregon 
Trail, and erecting a bronze piece depicting 

life as the early pioneers knew it. 
    The deadline was set- the unveiling of the 
statue would take place during Oregon Trail 
Days Celebration-1994, the 150th 

. 

“Trails Home” by Herb Mignery  
       
      Anniversary of the old Oregon Trail.   
          The group raised over $100,000 for the 
      project, which couldn’t have happened with- 
      out New Horizons members’ efforts, the City of    
      Gering’s support and business sponsors who do-  
      onated over $5,000, and the proceeds from the 
      sale of 30 smaller replicas of the statue, priced at 
      $2,500 each.  Roth was quoted upon the finish of  

      the project saying, “As long as there’s a Gering, 
      Nebraska, there’s going to be a statue commem- 
     orating the Oregon Trail that we can show our   

      children and our grandchildren.”  
           Travis Hiner, President of the Oregon Trail 
      Community Foundation, commented, “The Oregon 

O  Trail Community Foundation was thrilled to 
to   help make it possible for donors to receive a tax- 
de  ductible donation by having them write their checks 
      to the Oregon Trail Community Foundation. OTCF 

      proudly owns the statue, and we make sure it is 
     properly insured. 
 
     *OTCF is a 501(c)3 charitable organization.  For  
      more information, call 308-635-3393, or go to 
      the OTCF website at www.otcf.org.” 

    

 
 

Brooke Elley Talkington 
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 ESTABLISH A SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

OR DONOR-ADVISED FUND BY 

DONATING: 

     *Commodities         *Real Estate 

     *Securities       *Retirement Plans 
     *Cash               *Gift Annuities                                     
     *Bequests        *Stocks 
     *Endowments  *Life Insurance 

*Personal Property 

 

START A SCHOLARSHIP AT THE OREGON TRAIL COMMUNITY FOUNDATION TODAY- CALL (308) 635-3393 OR GO TO 

THE OTCF website: www.otcf.org. 

   

 Like US on Facebook! 

 

     Grants from OTCF- What You Should Know 
     By:Bev Overman 

Getting a grant from OTCF is important because it allows 
organizations to make improvements, i.e., remodel, update, build 
or repair their facility when they may not have been able to do so 
otherwise.  Here are some things to keep in mind if your 
organization is seeking a grant from the Foundation: 
      (1) Download the Grant Application at www.otcf.org. 
      (2) Allow yourself time to prepare the application. 
      (3) Grants will not be granted for “operational costs.” 
      (4) Grant application deadlines are Feb. 1, June 1, and Oct. 1. 
      (5) All grant applications are reviewed; the Grants  
               Committee does due diligence in the process in making 
               sure the grant meets designated criteria, and that it 
               benefits the highest number of people served. 
      (6) All grants will be voted upon at the board meeting end of 
               Feb., end of June, and end of Oct. 
      (7) Grant recipients who “received a grant’ will be notified by 
              letter following the board meeting. 

   

Thank you to OTCF 

      Executive  Board Member  

   John Massey for your  

    vision and leadership in the 

    “Trails Home” bronze 

     project!  We appreciate 

you! 

   
     Oregon Trail Community 

Foundation 

Executive Board Member 

  

            Planning Ahead - Smart.  Very Smart. 

 

            What will your life look like in 10 years? 20  

y   years? How about 30 years? You might respond to 

     that question in one or more ways; will you be: 

 Travelling 

 Enjoying kids/grandkids 

 Living someplace warm                                

 Building a house 

 Down-sizing a house 

 Starting a business 

      You have a lot to look forward to!  At least you’re 

planning – you’re moving forward.  Wayne Gretsky 

once said, “I skate where the puck is going to be, 

not where it has been.”  For those of you who may 

not know, Wayne Gretsky was a legendary 

Canadian ice hockey player who led his team to 4 

Stanley Cup Championships; his nickname is “The 

Great One.”   

      The point is, Gretsky was proactive, and he 

always mentally planned for each hockey game. 

Similarly, you would benefit by being proactive and 

getting your game plan together - by having a will.  

A will, simply is a device that allows you to identify 

whom you want to receive your assets. It’s a plan 

for your future that gives you (and your family) 

peace of mind.  

     The initial step for you would be to see your 

estate attorney or CPA regarding your final wishes. 

Your attorney can help guide you through the steps, 

and can advise you of the tax benefits of naming a 

charity such as the Oregon Trail Community 

Foundation in your will, by setting up a bequest, 

trust, charitable gift annuity, endowment, or other. 

      When you list the Oregon Trail Community 

Foundation as a charity,  you’re giving back to our 

community for generations to come.  And that’s a 

game changer!   For more information about OTCF 

go to www.otcf.org or call (308) 635-3393. 

 

By: Julie Marshall 
    

(Brooke Talkington, cont. from font page.) teaching Social Studies!  In May of 2015, I graduated 

with a Master’s in Education Administration from CSC and am now employed by the Scottsbluff 

Public Schools as a 6th grade Social Studies teacher. For the past 5 years, I’ve served as assistant 

advisor for DECA, and just recently I began sponsoring the 8th graders’ Washington D.C. trip.” 

     “My parents are Chuck and Linda Elley of Scottsbluff; my sister Breanna is a nurse at Regional 

West Medical Center. My husband, Kole and I will celebrate our 3rd anniversary this year!  We have 

“Benny” the bunny, and “Teddy” the golden retriever, and we live in Scottsbluff, Nebraska.” 

Our Mission: 

The Oregon Trail 
Community Foundation 

is a 501c3 

organization that 
improves the quality 

of life in our 
communities by 

offering scholarships 
and grants through 
funds provided by 

memberships, 
donations, bequests, 

trusts and more. 

OTCF Board of Directors 

 Jack Baker           Lonnie Miller 

  

Judy Chaloupka    Marilyn Rahmig 

 

 Lee Glenn            Jim Reinhardt 

 

 Marv Hefti            Thomas Rohrick 

  

Travis Hiner          Barb Schlothauer 

  

Tom Holyoke        John A. Selzer 

 

Bob Kelley           Cricket Simmons 

  

Doug Kent            Todd Sorensen 

 

 Hod Kosman        John Stinner 

  

Joanne Krieg        Bev Overman 

  

John Massey        Julie Marshall 
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