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Rachel Joy Scott believed in the power of kindness.

In an essay she wrote before her murder, Scott said, 
“I have this theory that if one person can go out of
their way to show compassion, then it will start a
chain reaction of the same. People will never know
how far a little kindness can go.”

Although her life was cut tragically short during the
deadly massacre at Columbine High School in 1999,
Scott’s vision of a kinder world was shared with ten
local middle school and high school students recently
through Rachel’s Challenge, an organization that aims
to bring positive change to young people by quelling
school violence and bullying. The program also focuses
on Rachel’s life, not her death, and her mission to look
for the best in people, dream big and choose positive
influences.

In the months following the assemblies, both 
Scottsbluff and Gering high schools have formed a 
FOR Club (Friends of Rachel) that has been instrumental
in creating new ways for student to share kindness and
compassion with each other. Some of these ways have
been simple to implement, like High-Five-Fridays,
which requires participation and positivity as students
passing each other in the hallways. Others are a bit
more involved, like the “G Boutique” at Gering Junior
High, and the Rachel’s Closet at SHS, where students
can donate gently used clothing to a school “store”
where students in need can find something in an 
anonymous, judge-free environment. 

We believe the program was successful in helping kids
understand how their actions affect the people around
them. We are hoping to bring this same program to
other schools in the Panhandle in the future. If you
would like to
donate or get 
involved in the
Rachel’s 
Challenge,
please call us at
OTCF: 
635-3393.

G Boutique at
Gering Jr High

The Oregon Trail Community Foundation is
proud to announce the success of the first 
official 24-hour giving day in the Panhandle:
The WyoBraska GIVES. We predicted that
this community would come together to
suprise us all, but even now, we are simply
overwhelmed by just how much!

The WyoBraska GIVES brought together
hundreds of people wanting to make a 
difference in our
community, with
1,638 donations
ranging from $10
and up. In our first
annual day of giving,
we raised over
$477,865 for 106
nonprofits in our
WyoBraska region!

All nonprofits were
asked to promote
their cause/ mission
on their own Face-
book page and
other social media
platforms. A few of
the nonprofits really
capitalized on this
and won a few
prizes (cash!) for
their cause.

"We sure had fun
promoting
Wyobraska Gives on the Midwest Theater's
Facebook page, and we heard that our fol-
lowers got a kick out of it, too! The incentive
prizes made for some exciting moments, espe-
cially in the last hours of the give,” said
Katie Bradshaw, Development Director for
the Friends of the Midwest Theater.

This first giving day started early, and ended
late, with a few radio remotes and “happy hour”
in between. We had a lot of fun recapping the
day at Flyover Brewing Company with friends,
family, board members and participating non-
profits. It was inspriring and heartwarming to
watch the “ticker” on the WyoBraskagives.org
page go up with every donation (see photo
above!).

There were a few very large
donations which amplified
the day’s excitement, and
yet the  $10 donations were
what set this day apart for
most: inspiring philanthropy
to all age and income 
levels. It is truly astounding
what we can accomplish 
together as one community.

We are thrilled with this
first day of Giving, and are
so thankful to all 1,638 
people who gave, to all 106
nonprofits who participated,
and to all of our sponsors
who supported this effort
and believed in the idea
enough to support it from
the beginning. A special
thank you to the Holliday
Family of Companies for

their title sponsorship and amazing support. 

Thank you to Becky Horne for bringing this
idea to OTCF and giving 120% of her efforts
into making this event such a tremendous suc-
cess. We can’t wait to do it again in 2019!

WyoBraska GIVES Exceeds Innaugural Year Expectations 
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Top: Minatare, Bayard and
Bridgeport students hear the
program at the Midwest
Theater.Botton: Students at
SHS discuss ways they can
bring kindness into their school

OTCF Bring’s Rachel’s
Challenge to Area Schools

“United Way of Western Nebraska would
like to thank the many, very generous
sponsors of the 2018 WyoBraska Gives
Day of Giving event! United Way appreci-
ated being a Premier Partner of this event
and getting the opportunity to participate
as part of their annual fundraising cam-
paign. This event allowed so many non-
profits another way of promoting
awareness of their programs, as well as
the opportunity to capture donors, dollars
and volunteers they might not have been
able to connect with otherwise. All very
valuable resources to non-profits working
hard to continue to provide needed serv-
ices that make a difference for so many
families in our communities. Thank you to
ALL who made this wonderful opportunity
available to so many!”

Steph Black, Executive Director
United Way of Western Nebraska



Bike Repair Stations
Coming this Spring to 
Scottsbluff / Gering

Scottsbluff and Gering will have new bicycle 
repair resources available this spring, thanks to
a collaborative community effort and the 
support of City of Gering Keno Funds and 
the Oregon Trail Community Foundation.

The Scottsbluff-Gering-Terrytown Active 
Living Advisory Committee, the Nebraska 
Bicycling Alliance, and the Western Nebraska
Bicycling Club are working with community
partners to install four bicycle repair stations in
the community.

The stations will be located at
Western Nebraska Community
College, Sonny’s Bike Shop,
and the Y in Scottsbluff, and at
Summit Christian College in
Gering, which are all accessible
by bike path or Tri-City Road-
runner busses equipped with
bicycle transport racks. Each
bicycle repair station will in-
clude a work stand, a tethered
set of bicycle repair tools, and
an air pump.

After the stations are installed in the spring,
Western Nebraska Bicycling Club members will
host repair clinics to teach people how to use
the stations to make basic bicycle repairs.

ALAC member Katie Bradshaw said that the
availability of bicycle repair tools and the repair
clinics will help more people to get out and ride.

“There are bicycles stashed in garages that are
not being ridden just because a small repair is
needed,” Bradshaw said. “The bike repair 
stations and the repair clinics can help get those
hibernating bikes rolling again, and provide
people with another option for getting the 
physical activity they need to stay healthy.”

In addition to the grants from City of Gering
Keno Funds and Oregon Trail Community
Foundation, funding for the bicycle repair 
stations is coming from Western Nebraska 
Bicycling Club, Western Nebraska Community
College, and Sonny’s Bike Shop. The Panhandle
Public Health District and Nebraska Bicycling
Alliance are providing administrative support.

Four bicycle repair stations like this one, with a work
stand, bicycle repair tools, and an air pump, will be
installed in Scottsbluff and Gering in spring 2019. 
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GRANT RECIPIENTS: 2nd & 3rd Quarter 2018

Next Grant Deadline: February 1, 2019
Visit us at otcf.org for grant application form and information
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Camp Scott $  1,500 .... Sent 12 campers to Camp Scott
Theatre West $  2,000 .... For portable keyboard player for  

Chilren’s Theater
Playtime Matters/Mitchell Elementary $  5,000 .... New playground equipment
Midwest Theater $  2,500 .... Follow spotlights 
City of Kimball $ 1,500 .... Update city pat with handicap access-

ible playground equipment, etc.
Gering Prep Baseball $  3.364 .... Turf for only batting cages in gering 
Omaha Conservancy of Music $  3,000 .... For Violin Sprouts programming
City of Gering/ Park band shell $10,000 .... For Gering Civic Plaza stage
Minatare Public School $  7,000 .... For new wrestling mats
Regional West Foundation $15,000 .... New 3-D Tomography (Mammography) 

for the Regional West Breast Health CenterEnd paper clutter and help us cut 
expenses! Get your newsletter in your
inbox! Just email us your address at:

info @otcf.org

New Scholarship
Opportunity!

The Brian H. Greif
Memorial Scholarship

Our newest fund,
Floyd’s Truck Center Inc., is offering up to
three $5,000 scholarships. These scholar-
ships are for those interested in becoming
a Diesel Technician.

This scholarship is available to graduates
and graduating seniors planning to attend
college the following fall. A full list of
schools that qualify are listed under the
“Floyd’s” Scholarship description on our
website: otcf.org/scholarships.

Applicant must be full-time, and enrollment
into a diesel technician program. Deadline
to apply is April 1st. Full details and appli-
caitons are available at otcf.org/scholar-
ships.

Annual Meeting 
for Voting Members of OTCF

January 21, 2019 
at the Gering Civic Center 

5:30 pm: Cocktails & Hors D’oeuvres
(cash bar); 

6:30 pm Member Meeting. 
Please respond to 635-3393 

if you plan to attend.

A New Year is Here! The Possibilities are Endless!


