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OTCF Awards Grant 
for New Bear Home 

 
The Oregon Trail Community Foundation has awarded a $50,000 grant toward the
new Bear Exhibit at Riverside Discover Center (RDC). This gift is the final piece
toward gaining the necessary funds to establish a new home for two orphaned
cubs.  The photo above is amusing at first, until you realize that these cubs were
just not sure what to do or where to go after the death of their mother, who was
illegally killed in Wyoming just one day earlier (see more on this in the link below). 
 
According to news articles, wildlife officials had hoped the cubs would survive in
the wild without their mother, but it became clear after several months they would
not. Officials then captured the cubs to find them a new home. These bears,
Smokey and Bandit, named by RDC visitors, are now residing in our community,
and we are so happy to help provide them a happy and spacious home. 
 
Anthony Mason, RDC Executive Director, expects the bear exhibit to be completed
by March of this year, and will no doubt be the very heart of the Zoo. This new
bear exhibit will be one of the largest in the country and contain unique features,
such a a climbing water tower and a pool to play in. This exhibit will allow the
bears to grow, be happy, and offer learning opportunities to all zoo visitor's, while
attracting new visitors to our area.  Kuddos to Anthony and the RDC staff for
making this happen for these orphaned grizzlies. 
 
READ THE FULL STORY ON HOW THESE CUBS CAME TO BE NEBRASKANS
 

This photo, taken by Michelle Giltner, gained social media attention when she posted this picture of two bears resting alongside a guardrail, watching
passing traffic. These cubs had been orphaned just the day before in Wyoming, and now reside at the Riverside Discovery Center. 

Read the full story by following the link below. 

https://trib.com/outdoors/orphaned-wyoming-grizzly-cubs-find-new-home-fame-at-nebraska/article_fc8f8f2d-c84c-586a-9ec1-2a1a119f8102.html
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Important
Upcoming Dates:

Skilled Trades Are Where It's At!
 
 
The OTCF offers seventeen different various scholarships
for our community. The majority of these scholarships are
specific to fields of study, such as medicine or education
(Muehlberger Scholarship), art (Fliesbach/ McAlister), and
music (Lovercheck and Class of '66 Memorial Scholarship).
While these are all wonderful offerings, most of these are
for students pursuing a four-year degree. 
 
What about those who have gifts and/or interests in a
skilled trade, such as a Diesel Technician, HVAC
Technician, Electrician, Plumber, etc., or 
 
The Floyd's Truck Center / Brian H. Greif Memorial
Scholarship is specifically for those interested in
pursuing a career as a diesel technician, available to not
only graduating seniors, but also to those who may be
returning to school. 
 
The Don and Dian Roth Scholarship is available to high
school graduates or equivalent seeking to further their
education through a two or four-year college degree or
through a vocational/technical school.
 
Likewise, the CSPM and the CSI Scholarship is available
to those wishing to pursue a certification/ degree at a
two-year or vocational school (as well as two four-year
college scholarships). . 

The Agribusiness Scholarship is for students
pursuing a major in an agricultural science-related field
at an accredited two or four-year college, university or
technical school. 
 
The Dill Scholarship is available to those attending
Western Nebraska Community College ( a two-year
community college).  WNCC offers a wide array of
technical trade degrees/certifications.  
 
The Jane & Chet Fliesbach Scholarship and the
Fliesbach/ McAlister Scholarship are also avialable as
both a four year and a two year degree.
 
Please visit our website at otcf.org for more information
on these and all scholarship offerings.
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